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To the Brethren of the Di- 
ſenting Congregation at 


| 0 | , _— 4 4) 
** 16 N Nen 28 . 
Mr Fans or 0 e 
OU bave here the Sul ſtauce of ſeveral Ser- 
mont, which. you were not» contented only 
with Hearing: the Subject of them, Peace 
wi God" through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, is 
=. the Grear Doctrine of the Goſpel ; This s . 
ſo principal. a Part, that it denominates the Whole ; it is 
ca fd, rhe Word of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5. 12. 4nd 
this Peace i of the bigheſt Conſequence for us to Under- 
7 3 tis indeed, the one hy 2 
uſe Knowledge, as to the ſpeculative 
— any hate both which are, in ſome manner 
12 pur you m mind, that the Subject treated of, 
is not only of univerſal Concern, but in particular ſeaſe- 
nabe for you,” which made me the more ready to _— 
with your Defire of having it by you ; you have had | 
uent Warnings to attend to the Things of your Peace; it 
43 pleaſed God within the compaſs of ſo few Tears I have 
among ſt you, to remove many of your Number by / 
a, and ſome of them very ſuddenly : I hope thoſe 
ovidences (and the Sermons too they have occafion'd) 
have been Bleſſed of God, to the exciting you to give the 
more Diligence, that your Peace may be made before you 
follow after, and be no more ſeen : It is the ſpecial Duty 
of my Place, and I ſhall count it a real Mercy, any ways, 
to be helpful to you in this great Work, 5 
I would interpret the Satisfaftion theſe Sermons gave 
you, when jreach'd, and the Wilingneſt you expreſs to 
read them, as a Sign for Good, that is, as an Argu- 
ment of a religious Senſe of the Importance of the Subjeft 
(« well as your Affection to me, which I have reaſon, and 
do rake this Opportunity, to acknowledge) and as 4 * 
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ba occafor 25 pred 

egation, where were 4 755 ſoneral A my 1 

in the Miniſtry. Every thing elſe # your own, and a it 

was preach'd, which makes it 5 Full of Words ; 5 and tho" 

this may be lool d upon by ſome as a- Fault in Printed 

A. B. Til- Diſcourſes, I choſe to let it paſs fo 5 Aud i the Opi- 

nien of 4 very aud erat Auther, thad plain and 

pratiicel popular Sermane ſhould be fo. Beſides, I direct 

— 5 who; I know, wii bt. d with the 

Plajnneſt of it ; end it will be u v ſmall thing with 

me to bade it daſpis'd\ by tha few Dikees into whoye 

Hands it may thance fe come, if ut be Wen e 
ee eee 2225 DU v7 e 
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Marg 5 Trab are met together, Rig 2 


do entertain, than by bg Ye you the Plan of that MY 
and the Lord of Lordi, the bleſſed and only Potentate, is 15. 


anddiftinguiſh'd as ebe chien of the moſt High, I mean pr [xxzii; 


SERMON, . Ay 


- 
— "I "Io — — = — 
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fy pelt. Co v. 10. 


22 and Peace have Hed each other. .% 


BAC . know, is the . 

at this Day, an Affair about 
| there are great Thougbes of TT, and, Judg. v.13. 
that at once exerciſes both our, Hopes an 

Fears : 1 ve ng willing to take ſome Notice 18. 

of ſo a piece of News, which every * Bs 

very inquifitiye about, and earneftly liſtning to, be. 

cauſe ſo d interefted and — i _ 

What I intend from this Paſſage of Holy Scriprure 
is not, one way or other, to give you my | 
the preſent ; Wkr as we are fuſer to krow 
any thing of it; bur only ro improve it ro a religious 
or om . ſpiritual Uſe of it: I could not 

bow to do this better, more to your Advantage 
and Information, or more to your Comfort and Satis- 
faction, under the Apprehenſions you are very likely 


_— 
* 2 - 72 


. 
— — 7 
5 : , * 


great Peace, which ! God ſelf, the King of Kings, x Tim. *. 
— Author of, betwirt thoſe two great Parts and * 2 

ngdoms of the World, Heaven and Earth. -—* 
e have an Account of this Peace, the Scheine, _ 
and Method of ir, in the Text; and as it is here 
deſcrib'd, it contains alſo the true and neceſſarx ; 
Meaſures of a good Peace _ Men, * which Mea- 1 
ſures ſhould be always Feadily purſu'd | 
by thoſe who are dign # with 1 Title "+ Gods, 4 


the Princes of the World, and the Kings of the Barth, 6. 
to ſecure to whom an abſolute * unlimited — 


- - 2 


4 . 


#4 


6 ruth and Righteouſneſs : 
— — — — 
dience, to be render d both actively by Doing, and 
pry by Suffering their Will, which, indeed, is 
ach an Obedience as we owe to God alone; who 
only can neither do himſelf, nor require any thing of 
us, bur whar is juſt and good, fit and beſt. to be done; 
They are drawn as the very Image of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and are repreſented as ſitting in, and filling up 
to the World the very Place of God; and their Cha, - 
racter as God's Vicegerents, and the Lord's Anointed, 
has been cry d up by a Sett of the worſt of Men, very 
felfiſh and ill-defigning Perſons, as if theſe Names 
were fix d on them, and theſe Characters aſcrib d to 
them, only to direct the Duty of their Subjects to 
them, and not at all to ſignify their own Duty to God, 
and excite a ſtrict Conformity to him, in all thoſe 
: Excellencies and Perfections that appear in the Divine 
— Government. 1 7972 
1 if che Lord will, when the Peace that is 
ſo far advanc d, ſhall be finiſh'd and declar d, and we 
come to have a Thankſgiving-Day 0 to let 
vou ſte, that Mercy, and Truth, and Righteouſneſi 
are really, (however ſome, that would dawb with un- 
5 51 Mortar, as the Expreſſion is, Exe, 13. where: 
alſo ſuch may read their Doom; think and flatter 
themſelyes), the true and neceſſary, and indeed, the 
only effectual and ſufficient Terms and Qualifications 
of a good Peace; ſuch a One as we haye been pray-. 
ing, and fighting, and paying ſuch Jong and heavy 
_ 1 and as 75 5 of God, in a long 
urſe of amazing Succeſs upon our Arms, gave us a 
great deal of Reaſon to look for, that is an — - 
ble, a happy and laſting Peace: And, this will ſhew 
you how much you will have to. rejoyce. in, ? 
thankful ro your Superiours for. Mercy and Truth, &c. 
Whar a Mixture and Union of moſt excellent and 
lovely Qualiries is here! Peace thus attended, 8 
with Mercy, and Truth, and Righteouſneſs, 1s, in- 
deed, worthy of all Acceptation; and let them that can 
ſpeak a Word againſt ſuch a Peace, be accounted Fa- 
ctious and Seditious, Malecontents, and Diſaſſected 
do the Government, Se. Let them paſs for ſuch as 
hate Peace, and delight in War, be call'd all that s 
NA, be look d upon and treated as the worſt of M 
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© Or, The Peace of God. -* 6000 
of Subjects and Chriftians, that can once their 
Mouths againſt ſuch a Peace, or the — of it: 
The Authors of ſuch Peace to a People, do indeed de- 
ſerve to be applauded, and if you don't adore, you 
cannot too much admire them; theſe are truly Mini- Rom. xiii. 
fters of God for good; tis eaſy to fall ſhort, bur impoſ- 4. 
fible ro exceed in your Regards to them; ſo great a 
Blefling, and deſireable a thing is Peace, if it be found 
in the way of Ryghteouſneſs, Prov. 16. 31. mT OY 
There is, Chriſtians, a moſt viſible and illuſtrious 
Conjunction of theſe beautiful Characters, Mercy, and 
Truth, and Righteouſneſs, in that great Peace God 
has brought about betwixt Heaven and Earth, be- 
twirt himſelf and us: To this Peace the. Text, tho 
* — may — be = the immediare view of it, 
is very often carry ivines, as being moſt emi- | 
nently fulfill'd, 3 good therein: Bar, 'rhere is. 
I think, ſome Reaſon, befides the great ſuirableneſls 1 
and pertinency of theſe Expreſſions to that Tranſaction, | 
to believe ir is defign'd and pointed ar here: I do nor 
in the leaſt queſtion, that in the Old Teſtament, and 
in the Book of Pſalms, as often as where, our 
Redeemer, the Son of David, and his Salvation, are | 4 
h tly intended and ſpoken of, than | 'Y 
'd, as may be gather'd from whar | 
44. David in 


— 


: 


a famous Type of Chrift in ſeveral 
| et fires e ro whom our Saviour 

not 3 

guiſhing and peculiar way, isd, that is, 
7. prom . 


4 


Acts ii. 36% 


1 


Q 


to him (which pur 
the fruit of bis Loins he would raiſe up 
id ſeeing this before, tis no wonder if he 
very frequently of him: His Tongue was u the 
en of 4 ready Writer, when be ſpake of the things Pal xl. 1. 

h were neither few por mean) bar bo bad made 

joving the King. A Ti 


1 
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TEE 


* 1 Aa 


Fra and Throne: 


7. 8. 
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And David ſeems in ſeveral Places to make Theſe both 
the Pledges and Parterns of Thi. Thete is ſome room 
to think the Pſalmift does ſo here, for; this Pſalm 


Sy forge iven t us 
335 Sin. he Inga 


Pool. Ar- under the Meſſiah, which Jewiſh us well us Chriſtian 


Ko 5 People and to by Saints; by: Bains, this 


*Tis, you may obſerve, very uſual wich the Pin TOY £ 
when 2 mentions either his own, or the Churches 


Deliverances, to take ſome ſhort notice at 
Jeaf , of chat much more important and cotifiderable 
One, that is, Spiritual Redemption, which the Faith» 
ful, under that iſpenſation, ex 8 — ye 


was compos d upon the Occaſion of the Return 
of the Fews 8 their Captivity in Balyiam : Lord, 
thou baſt been [favourable unto thy" Land, thou haſt 


brought back, the Captivity of —— But, as 4 
Lr e as Was, thing — 


the People of God in that Day 


— mg 
he Pepe of God in e e Left —5 ny 


tion of: O God 
E our Salvation, and cauſe thine Anger © towards 1 to 


ceaſe : Wile then not revive ] again, that thy People 
may rejoyce in thee ? Show ws — O Lord, an 
gout ant un thy ſalvation : She is ſtill forwards: 

urely this 1 — 
33 For 


_ be ON turned tb fam the fierteneſs of rhind An- 
hat by all it ſeems. ro be another : Deliverance 


1 5 Church had in her Eye, namely, a Spiritual One 


Writers allow to be delign'd bere > And this — 
more probable, becauſe the Mercy pray d for is 
8 to the Godly, I will hear whar God 

rd will ſay, for he will ſpeak Peace unto bis: People, 
and to bis Saints : The Merey — in rhe 
firſt Verſe, is Common and General, U of and Na- 
tional, Lord, thou haſt beth favourable. unto rby Lund": 
This, chat is further pray d for, and chat | 


profefſes ſuch. an aſſured Hope; and Fairly 
nal and · Particular, God will ſpeale rhis 


s a narrow Compaſs * fax ch ai were 


Per 


People in a Senſe, yer but few of them were his Saines ; * 
this Diſtinction both unfolds, and may itſelf be 

explain d by that Paradox of the Apoſtle, and ſhows 

us wherein the Difference he makes lies, when be 

tells us, All are not 1/rael which are of Iſrael, neither be- Rom. ix. 
cauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are they alt Children. © 7* 

The Mercy receiv'd was to his Land, this that is ftill 
embedded is to his Saints, "Tis alſo thus limited and 
confirm d in the following Verſe; Surely bis Salvation 9% 

j nigh them that fear bim, that Glory: may dwell in our 

Lund: You find, in a well-known place, and by all 

Hands applied to our Lord, that he is promis d to 

Perſons of this very Diſcription, fearing Cod; umto you 

char fear my Name, ſays God in the Prophet, ſhall the l. iv. _ 
Sen of. Righteouſneſs. ariſe with healing in bis Wings: * 
And you may 22 thar he was ſpoken — — 


belong - to none, and ſuit none, no Perſon, and no Iſai. XI. 5. 
Mercy, as they, do bim and bis Saluat iam: He was to 
come, bringing Salvation with him; thus *twas fore- 
told; Behold, O Daughter of Sion, thy King cometh unto Zech. ix.9, 
thee, be is Fuft, and 1 : His coming now | 
drew on apace, and the Salvation of theſe Saints, nat 
only their own perſonal Salvation, bur the common Sal Jude iii. 
vation, chat of the whole Hrael of God, conſiſting 3 
1 lle, was nearer than when they at fir e. 
ev IS = 3 4. fs s | 1 a A5 
There is chen, you ſee, ſome reaſon not only to 
accommodate the Text to, but to underſt and it of, the 
Peace betwint God and Man, chat Jeſus Chriſt is tbe 
Med iatoutr of Mercy and Truth, 8606. 
Ho hononrable to God, and how Comfortable to 
us is the Repreſentation here made of this Peace & 
Peace in hich Mercy, and Truth, and Rigbreouſneſs 
are exereisd and united, furniſhes Matter, both of 
Adaration, and of Conſolation, 2 
10 our Wonder, and c W and ny by 
| | 5 


| 2 of "4 - 


> 
* 


— — ix. — 
6 - WE and Righteouſneſs: - 
- chuſeto conſider it upon this Occaſion, and may ir 
prove 4 Mord in Seaſon. 
In ſpeaking to this Portion of Scripture, I would do 
| theſe rwo Things . | 


1 Illaftrare the — of theſe Perfedtions, rhe 

Text enumerares, in the Peace we have with God 

b through our Lord Feſws Chriſt; that it is really ſuch 
a Peace as it is here deſcribd. And then 

10 . Account of it in ſome ſuirable 


oy wt, To illuſtrate ahe Concurtence of theſe Ateributes 

in our Peace with God by Jeſus Chrift, I would cleat 

tte Point ro you, and let you fee that in this great 

— Mercy, and Truth, and Righteouſneſs are 

„ that they do meet together, and kiſs each 

u n: | thr, Auch in order to do this, I will thus proceed, 
ot ; and obſerve to you; 

That there was, originally, a moſt perfect Peace 
and Harmony betwixt God and Man; Man was made 
in the Likeneſs, and, therefore, in the Love, of God; 

Who cannot but affect his own Image, and whatever is 

of himſelf, and love it with the ſame Love, for Kind, 

3 With which he loves himſelf: Man was, at firſt, God's 
Friend and Favourite, there was a Good Underſtand- 

| ing betwixt God and him, he loved God, and God 
8 ”_ vi. loved him, ſet by Heart upon him, he lay as it were in 
the very Boſom of God, like his dear Child, he is call- 

| Luk if. 38. ed the Son of God, a Relation that ſuppoſes and engages 
| the greateſt Affection: There were no Frowns upon 
the Face of God, nor Enmity in the Heart of Man, but 

an entire Friendſhip : You meet with all the Signs of 

it in the Hiſtory of Man's Primitive State; He was ad- 

Geneſis. mitted freely to converſe with God, He heard the Voice 

of God, God would Speak to him and Walk with him, 

— iii. and, How could rwo Walk au. unleſs they were agreed? 
Bur, > 5 

© - Phis Happy Saane of Love and Peace did not laſt 
long; the Reaſon of its Diſcontinuance was, altogether, | 
on the part of Man, He left bis firſt Love, turned Frai- | 

wor and Engmy, broke out into Rebellion againſt God, | 


proved 


W e K 


t — pays 


PR oy 


. 


bes „ 


, The Pence f God. 
proved undutiful and diſobedient, would eat of the 
Þraic of the forbidden Tree, which God had ;reſerved | 
as the Mark of his own Sovereignty; and made the 


Teſt and Tryal of Man's Obedience and;SubjeRidin : 


He was not content with what God had given him, 
was not ſatisfied and eaſy with what State of Hohour 
and * God had raiſed him to, out of the very 
Duſt, bur ſought out many Inventions, if poſſible, to bet - 
ter his Circumſtances, to mend and enlarge his For- 
tunes; he was flattered with a deceitful Proſpect of 
advancing himſelf to a higher Degree of  Eminency 
than he was created in; he fooliſhly. liſtens to the 
Temptation, and turns off God, and will have none af 
him any longer, either as his Lord, or his Portion, he 
diſowns his Dependance, withdraws his Allegiance, 
ſets up for himſelf, and would fain be Abſolute; this 
was the Behaviour of Man, tho' ſo much oblig'd, and 
ſo well provided for, which made his Conduct extreme- 
ly provoking: Now this ill Management of his, broke 
the Peace, his Sin ſpoiled the Good Underſtanding be- 
twixt God and him; a War begins, Man becomes an 
Enemy to God, and therefore, God moſt juſtly be- 
comes an Enemy xo Man ; Man declares againſt God, 
and God thunders againſt Man, drives him from his 
Preſence, and -puts a flaming Sword into the Hands of 
Juſtice, ; that turned every way, to prevent his Ap- 

ach, every Perfection was up in Arms againſt him, 


Mercy only excepted, 
The Good and Gracious God, whoſe Thoughts are not Iſa. Iv. 9,3. 


6s our Thoughts, nor his Ways as our Ways, but lie as 
much above them as the Heavens do above the Earth: 
Whoſe Compaſſions never fail; was not willing this State 
of War and Enmiry ſhould be perpetuated, that this 
Difference ſhould always be kept up, and Man left at 
an eterngl Diſtance from himſelf : God knew: how the 
Quarrel would end, what the Conſequence would be 
to us, that we could not make good our Cauſe againſt 
him, and come off well; He therefore, tho ſo un wor- 
thily required, tho ſo much provok d and- affronred, 
and it lay in his Power to — and ruine us; Enter- 


Rains Defgns of Mercy, * nks tbeughe i of Peace t01Jer. xxig, 


Ward; it, 


Lam, iii, 


r Truth and Rightevaſneſs. 
"arts uz and, in 1 of Tins, attually 0 


Bur, Wk 
hr ſans of Peace is it God reſtores Man to? 
Why, from the Text, we learn, Thar tis not à Peace 
upon any Terms, 1 8 

Truth 


without the Know a 
KRighreouſneſs, at the fingle Inſtance of Mercy, in fa- 
— — no, — — 
all thoſe Perfections chat were engaged againſt Man; 
Peace with the becauſe to the full and 
entire Security and Satisfaction, of Truth and Righte- 
duſneſs, which Attributes Man had ſo much abuſed and 
rendred himſelf obnoxious ro the Reſentments of. 
Not a Peace in the High and Arbitrary Way of Pre. 
ative, of Sovereign Wil and Pleaſure, to let the 
orld ſee what Power and Majeſty could do; if God 
might, yet he choſe not to make Peace this veay, bur 
prefer'd another, that has really redounded more to his 
Glory, than the Exerciſe of Aha. 9 could 


have done. 


Not a Peace that 
was deaf to, and careleſs of, the Pretenſions of any iof 
the Attributes of God; but a Peace that conſulted and 
promored the Advantage and the Glory, that comply» 
ed with, and yielded to, . the Demands of. all the Di- 

vine Excellencies; and therefore, tis a Peace that does 
not diſſolve or weaken, but ſupport and ſtrengthen the 
Sacred Alliance between them: Such now is the Peace 
of God; and indeed! any other Peace than this, than 
one conſiſtent with Truth and Righteouſneſs is unwor- 
thy of, and conſequently impoſſible for, God to make: 
Tir. i. 2. For, ſays the Scripture, God cannot lie, and fbal not 
_ xviii. tht Fudge of al the Earth do Right? Men of High Degree 
ave 4 Lie, but God i not Man that he ſhonld lie, nor 
Plat IXii.5. the gon of Man thae he ſbould Repent, that he ſhould ei. 
— 4 19. ther change his Purpoſe, or break his Word: He is 
indeed always the ſame: He 1s of one Mind, 4 
can turn him d 
Mercy was an Early, and an Barn Advocate for us 
in the Breaſt of God, rhar fer this Aﬀair oh Foor, and 
moved God to think of giving Peace ro Man, who was 
engage | in, and carrying on, ſo fatal and ruinous a War 
to 


Job xxiii. 
13. 


Or, The Peace of God. JE 
— EG" a 3 — — — — on 
ro himſelf, and chat muſt otherwiſe have ended very © © 
ill to him Ty n e 
Merey, indeed, was the only Perfection that 
could befriend us, that could handſomly, and with 
Honour eſpouſe our Cauſe, and appear and ſpeak for 
us; It ſtrongly pleaded that God would piry and ſpate 
us, that he would put an end to the Quarrel we were 
by no means able to make Good, but maſt for ever 
have ſunk under the weight of, chat he would be re- 
conciled to us and enter into 4 State of Peace and 
Friendſhip with us again: As Wicked and Unworthy 
| as we were; Mercy had a great deal to offer for us, as 
well as the other Attributes had againſt ; It wanted. 
not Arguments, and it did not fpate to advance and + «© 
them in Favour of us: I would here a little con- 
fider the Pleas, which Mercy may be humbly ſuppos d 
ro have made uſe of in our Behalf, for the more, and Fo 
the ſtronger they are, the more admirable and conſpi- , 
cuous will the Truth and Righteouſneſs'of God appear, 
that he would not in the leaft diſpence with, or drop 
theſe Perfections; that he would not exerciſe his Mercy 
that was ſo Importunate, in reſtoring Peace to Man, 
who may be conſidered as the common Enemy, with- 
out chem, without giving them entite Satisfaction, and 
effectually providing for their Honour and Intereſts. 
Mercy chen had many and powerful Arguments to 
offer, which deſerved to be conſidered, why God ſhould 
graify ir, and be determined by it; and it found 
omething ro plead to this Purpoſe both in God and in 
Man, the two divided and contending Parties. 1 


I. Mercy could find ſomething in God to argue | 
from, why he ſhould make Peace, And, | 85 
-. 1. Ir might argue from and for itſelf, which other- 
s wiſe would have been a Sufferer, and ſay as it is; T/a, 
20 63. 15. Look down from Heaven upon this miſerable 
wretched Creature, and behold from the Habiration of 
1s thy Holyneſi and of thy G ory, where is thy Zeal, and thy 
d Strength; the ſounding of thy Bowels, and of thy Mercies 
is why 4 reſtrained ? How might it plead for him in 
© MN fach Language as we have fome. Yerſes belore the 
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FL Pſa, Ixviii. ur 2 Shall the World never know thou 
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v. 4 Text, Cauſe thine Anger, towards him, to ceaſe, l. 
5. thou be angry far ever? Wilt thou draw out thine Anger fo 
6. all Generations? Wilt thou not revive him again, that 
7. be may rejoyce in thee * Shew him thy Mercy, O Lord 
and grant him thy Salvation. And as it is, Pſal, 97. 

7, 8,9. Will the Lord caſt off for ever? And, Will 
be favourable no more? Is by Mercy clean gone? Hath 
Sad forgotten to be Graciow? Hath he, in Anger, ſhut 
Prek. up hk tender Mercies ? Haſt thou any Pleaſure in the 
XxXxiii. 11. Death of Sinners? Or, Art thou one that 1 2 in 
ſuch a 
Property as Mercy ? Shall it not be ſeen how Rich 
Eph. ii. 4- thou art in Mercy d That to thee there do belong Mercy 
Dan. ix. 9, and Forgiveneſs, as well as Juſtice, and Wrath, and 
Vengeance? Is Mercy the only Attribute, the Diſplay 
of which, can bring thee in no Revenue and Tabus 
of Glory and Praiſe? Will not Men Honour and 
Cor. i.3. Love thee when thou appeareſt to them as the Father 
of Mercies ? Shall Mercy then lie by Obſcure, Neg 
1 
be 


lected, and Inviſible ? Shall it always remain in 
lence and Darkneſs, wrapp'd up in thy ſelf, and 
for ever concealed in thy own Eſſence ? Shall it 
bear no part in thy Declarative Glory? Never come 


8 in view, never preſent it ſelf to Publick Notice, ne- 
ver appear upon the Stage and act its ? «This 


will be the ſequence, and ſuch a Sufferer will 
Mercy be, if thou keep, up thy Reſentments . againſt 
Man, and puſh on this War to his Deſtruction : Then 
Mercy will not have an Opportunity of making .irſelf 
known; only the Miſerable are the. Objects of it, 
and this is the laſt it's ever like to have of exerciſing 
itſelf upon; Fallen Angels are ſunk below. the reach 
of it, They are reſerved in Everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
neſs, unto the — — of the Great Day ; And ſhall 
this only fir Occaſion of diſplaying thy Mercy be ſlip d? 
The other Perfections have made a Glorious Appearance 
in Creation; but, Where is thy Mercy 2 Wilt thou, as it 
were, diſown it? Expreſs no Concern for its Honour ? 
But decline to Glorify it in a Work of Redemption? 
Thus, may we ſuppoſe, Mercy arguing, from, and 
for itſelf, in favour of us; and irs Arguments could 


pet hut be of Weighr and Goglequence, wich * 
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that Defightt in Merey: But, Mercy had other Pleas Mich. vii. 
beſides theſe, in which itſelf was Intereſted: For, $5 04 


II. It might argue from the Concern, which ſome 

other Perfections had; why God ſhould exeroiſe Mer- 
cy, in giving Peace to his Creatures: - Particularly it 

affected — 1 ——7ç—7—Z— the Wiſdom of God — 

Mercy might ſay, Sh &' diſtinguiſhing Bounty 

thy Goodneſs to Man in Creation, be if loft uon 

him ? Shall choſe rich Expreſſions of it in him above 

all the other Creatures of the World be miſtaken > Or 

be thought to be only with this view, that he might 

of all the Works of thy Hands be the moſt miſerable d 
Mercy might ſay further, Would it be advantageous 
to thy Wiſdom, to leave Man in his Miſery for ever, 
to lie bury'd under the Ruines of his Fall 2 Shall God 
create to deſtroy ? Shall he build to pull down ? Shall 
God form ſuch a noble and excellent a Creature as 7 
Man, who has a Body ſo wonderfully made, and cu» Pl. cxxxix- 
riouſly wrought, diſpos'd and organiz'd after ſuck an 
admirable manner: And this Body inſpir'd with a 
Soul, thine own Off-ſpring and Image, made after thy 
Likeneſs; farniſh'd and adorn'd with ſuch Powers and 
Facultys, Reaſon and Underſtanding, Will and Af- 
fections, whereby he is qualify'd for the ing and 
loving, che ſerving and enjoying Thee: And ſuffer 

him at once to be ruin'd to all the Deſigns of his Be- 

ing, entirely loft to the Purpoſes of thy Honour, and 
his own Happineſs,” without anſwering the high 
Ends he was made and firted for, withour either doing 

or enjoying the Good he is capable of? Can this be 
the Contrivance of infinireWiſd om ? Or the Reſolution. 

of infinire Goodneſs, to make ſuch a Creature in vain ? 

Or might Mercy ſay again, Is ir for the Honour of 
Divine Wiſdom, to let the Enemy, Satan, have Op- 
Jonny to boaſt and triumph, in ſo fully carrying \ 

is Point? He drew Man into this Rebellion and 
War, moy'd to it by a' Principle of Revenge againſt 
thy ſelf, as well as Eumity againſt him, envious of =. 
thy Honour, as well as Man's Happineſs ; And ſhall | 
he have occaſion to glory and _—_— himſelf in tlie 
Succeſs of his Arrempt > Mili thou not ſtill the _ pſal. viii. a. 
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Al nud the Avenger? © God, how | the Adverſary 
Pſa Ixxiv. reproach > Shall the Enemy * — thy Name for 
oy ever > Wilt thou not prevent him, by not ſuffering 

him thus effectually to bring about bis Deſigns, to 
deſtroy thy Creature, and deprive thee of chat Income 
of Homage and Service thou wouldſt other ways have 
receiv d from ſo conſiderable a part of the Creation? 
God has but one Order and Species below, capable of 
honouring and converſing with thee ; And fhall Sa- 
tan Rob thee of chat? Run away with that ? 
Make Man thy Friend, that he may be thy Servant 
again, Further, pla 5 10 


III. Mercy might Plead, This is a Matter that 
may be done, that tis practicable, and whar may | 
be brought about, in a Way, in which neicher Truth 
nar Juſtice, nor Holineſs, nor Wiſdom, the only 
Perfections in God, that could oppoſe the Deſign of 
Peace; ſhould have any thing to object againſt it: 
Nay, that ir might be done in a Way, that ſhould 
be preferrd by them to, the Puniſument of the Of. 
fending Creature, as what would make ſor their 
| greater Illuſtration and Glory: That à Peace might 
. be brought about, without any Prejudice at all; 
1 nay, with Advantage to the Vindictioe Attributes; 
that ſuch a Way muſt lie open to the Eye of God, 
within the Reach of his Infinite Underſtanding and 
All- Comprehending Mind: Nothing is impoſſible; 
no, nor Difficult, to Immenſe Wiſdom and Almigh- 
ty Power; God could Glorify his Rectoral Per- 
fections in a Friendſhip with Man; 'twould be eafie 
for God ro draw up ſuch a Scheme of Peace, as 
would both enlarge and ſecure the Glory of Truth, 
and Juſtice, and Holineſs; That God could nor 
be at a Loſs to find out a Method — — | 
Pal. that ſhould Magnify bs Mord, Declare by Ri - 
Rom. iii. neſs, and ſhew himſelf Gloriow in Holineſs : ts there 
26. no other Way of Puniſhment, than in the Perſon of 
Exod. xv. the Sinner? And, cannot Satisfaction be made, but 
Ts by the Sufferivgs of the Offender > Surely, God is 
able to provide, and, nothing is too hard fer God. tl 
That you ſee, Mercy, which ſtood our Friend, could 
find nothing in God to plead for us. And, 


2. It ta 
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Secondly It could find ſomething to plead even in 


Mau himſelf, ſomething in him that it could turn in- 


to an Argument, and make to ſpeak for him; his 
Miſery and his Impotence were ſufficient Reaſons 


why it ſhouTdinterpoſe and ſtir in his behalf; but 


if theſe were nothing to the other Perfections, it had 
more to offer: It might plead Man's Relation to 


God, and ſay, Is he nor thy Creature, and wilt thou 


not have a Deſire to the Work of thine Hands? Wilt 


thou have no Compaſſion upon thine own Creature, 


and a Creature too, upon which thou haſt ſtampt ſo 


much of thy Self? Will not He that made them have IId. yxvii; 
Mercy on them? Mill he that formed them jhew them 11. b 


s õ,jj,Z . ,, Y ag ft e b ond 

Mercy might plead his Temptation, and ſay, Man 
did not Sin of himſelf; The firſt motions of this 
great Wickedneſs were not in him; He had & 
Tempter, and was betrayed into what he did, was 
beguil'd and inipos'd. upon by the Devil's Subtilty 3 
Satan ſeduc'd him, by repreſenting his preſent Con- 
dition as Mean and Low, and inſinuating there was 
an open and eaſie way to improve bis Happineſs; He 
was ſtrongly Urg d, and powerfully Solicited by a 


Reſtleſs and Cunning Spirit, ſuperior in Wiſdom, 


and therefore eaſily got the Advantage of him. Or, 
Mercy; might plead his Conſtitution, and ſay, 
Lord, Remember what was Adam's Frame and 
Make : He had Earth as well as Heaven in his Na- 
ture; He had a Senſiti ve, as well as a Rational and, 
Divine Part; He had a Body as well as Soul ; Fleſh as 


well as Spirit; Weak Fleſh, This may go a great way pat xxvi. - 
into the Account and Excuſe of his Crime; Thon = SF" na 


knoweſt his Frame, Remember that he is Duſt. H 


— FIT” © 
was under a mighty Diſadvantage from his mixt and you cili, 


compounded Nature, and the Tenmptagien by which 
he fell, was exactly adapted powertully t 
Weak Side, that is, his Earthly, Fleſhiy, and Sen- 
ti h , ee e ee e 
Mercy might plead his Condition, and ſay, That 
though Man had Power to continue the ſame Holy 
and Happy Creature he came out of the Hands of 
God, and Strength ſufficient and equal to the Temp» 
tation, and the Duty enjoyu'd was. far from yo 
G zmpo 
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Truth and Righteouſneſs: 


impoſſible, yet he was Afurable, and put into a 


Capacity of Falling; that the Tempter had acceſs to 


him, his Paradice did not ſecure him from the ap- 
proach and aſſault of Satan. 5 5 
Thus, Sirs, did Mercy plead, that God would 
Pity and Spare us, make Peace, and be Reconcil'd 
to us; but all theſe Requeſts, tho' made with ſo 
mach Reaſon both on the part of God and of Man, 
are not: haſtily, and at any rate, to be Gratify'd : 
The Arguments of Mercy are not able to bring a- 
bout a Peace upon any Terms, but ſuch as are ſtrictly 
conſiſtent with Truth and Righteouſneſs; Theſe 


are to be conſulted and heard in what they have to 


ſay againſt a Peace, as well as the other for it. That 


s not to make Terms for Them, and does not take 


upon it to be judge of what is a reaſonable Satis- 
faction for thoſe other Allies, or what is a ſufficient 
Barrier and Security to their Honour and Intereſts, 
no, They are to judge and chuſe for themſelves; 
are at Liberty to make their own-Propoſals, and as 
free to inſiſt upon them and abide: by them: They 
are not to be — — to comply, and 


oblig'd to accept the Conditions Mercy ſhould: pre- 


ſcribe them. All poſſible regard is had te the Ho- 


nour of Divine Fruth, and Divine Juſtice, theſe ſhall 
be maintain'd, 'obſerv'd, and glorified, as well as 
Mercy gratify d; They were in Conſederaey againſt 
Man, and God would not make Peace without gi- 
ving them all the Satisfaction they ſhould — 5 
30d would not Treat, but upon Terms highly Ad- 
vantageous to theſe Perfections; He will in this 
Grand Affair make good his Engagements to them, 
and effectually take care of their Concerns. Here 
is no Partiality or Tenderneſs to the Enemy, that 
_ endanger the Deſerting them, twere infinite- 
} tter Man ſhould for ever Periſh, than they 
uld in the leaſt Suffer: Mercy could make no 
Impreſſions upon ſo kind and tender a Nature to 
their Prejudice z it ſhall be in a way of Truth ana 
Righteouſneſs that God ſhall make Peace if at all; 
He will uot, and tis the Excellency and Perfection 


of his Being, that Hs cannot ſeparate from them. 
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* The Low State Man was reduc'd to, was very 
2 WW prefing, How Miſerable and how'Weak is he? All 
to Things are ſadly out of order with him, and he is 
p- in abſolute want of Peace; He was Poor and wit h- | 
out Strength, lay under, not only very great Difficul- Rom. v. 6. 
Id ties, but a real impoſſibility of holding out an 
'd longer, and keeping up the War any longer: God's | 
ſo WW own Clemency and Goodneſs were very earneft mith / 
bim too, yet will he cloſely adhere to Truth and 
|: MW Juſtice ; God would not, but in Concert with theſe 
2- Characters that had taken up Arms againſt us, make 
ly peace; He would not take any ſtepsat all towards 
le it, that might give any Uneaſineſs too, or cauſe a- 
to ny Reflection upon them. Not only the Exigency 
at of the Creature, the Diſtreſſed Condition Man was 
e in, and the Pleas of Divine Mercy muſt be conſi- 
i- W-der'd, but the Engagements of Divine Truth, and 
nt WW the Demands of Juſtice, muſt. be conſider d too, 
ts, The Truth of God required that Sin ſhould be Pu- 
3 MW viſh'd, God hath Threatned Death upon Sin, that 
as Threatning muſt be Executed, and the Puniſhment” 
y Wl Inflited, elſe the Honour of Divine Truth might 
id be — wn to Suffer; Juſtice infiſted- upon Satis- 
e- faction for Injuries done, and Reparation of the 
0» Wl Credit of the violated Law, of which it was — 
Guardian. Why now, till a way could be foun 
as to make Truth and Juſtice eaſie, and engage their 
it WW concurrence in the Deſign, the importunities 
j- Wl Mercy for Peace and Pardon, are not yielded to 
J: and comply d with; God will not exercile and diſ- 
d- WO play the One without the Other, tho the neceſſity 
is of his Creatures was ſo great. | 
n, To Illuſtrate the regard of God in this great 
re MW Tranſaction to Truth and Righteouſneſs, bow cloſe 
at He kept to ſuch Rules, and firmly purlu'd theſe 
e- Meaſures, you may obſerve; God would ſtick at 
ey Nothing, He would not refufe any Thing that was 
no neceſſary to give each of the contending Parties all 
to i the Satisfaction they ſhould require: It was found 
nd that nothing leſs than the Death of the Son of God, 
the Injur'd and Offended Majeſty, was neceſſary 
on and ſufficient to bring about this Happy Conjuncti- 
n; to effect a — which Mercy 
2 an 
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2% Hie was indeed reconciling us all his Life long, was 
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20 | Truth and Righteouſneſs : 


and Truth, Righteouſneſs and Peace, ſhould meet 
together, and Kiſs each other: So Difficult. is the 
Undertaking, and Great the Work, that this is 
the only way of aecompliſhing it, and it is made 
vie of: If there muſt be Peace, Why rather than it 
Gould be ſuch a one as would bear hard upon Truth 
and Fuftice, rather than any one of all the Perfecti- 
ons concern'd in this Diſpute ſhould be Uneaſie, 
and not have its own Terms, and the utmoſt of its 
| Demands, God is willing, He conſents, nay, tis his 
ewn Motion, that his Son, his only Son, ſhould 
Suffer and Die; ſuch is God's Love end-Zeal for 
Iruth and Righteouſneſs, as well as Mercy and 


ee. | 

There muſt be Puniſhment, etſe Truth and Juſtice 
wontld complain 3 there muſt be Peace and Pardon, 
ele Mercy would complain; now to accomodate 
this Matter, and make things to bear, that ſo theſe 
Attributes might center in a Peace, Infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom contrives, and the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt acquieſces in this wonderful Ex: 
pedient, that one would think impoſſible to the 
Bowels, the Affection and Tenderneſs of a Parent 
to approve of, and fall in with. y Son, ſays God, 
Hall become Man, ſtand in the Sinners place, take his 
Sin upon himſelf, and bear whatever load of Puniſh- 
ares and Suffering Truth and Juſtice ſhall direct and 

IIe. i 
So much would God do, He would Sacrifice his 
own Son, rather than yield to an Inglorious Peace, 
that is, ſuch a-Peace as Truth and Jyſtice would 
not come into, as well, and with as much Advan- 
tage as Mercy itſelf ; ſuch a Method of Peace is 
equally Honourable to all theſe Perfections. | 
This you will find in the Scripture account of it, 
2 Cor. v. you read, That God is in Chriſt reconciling the World 
19. to himſelf 3 in Chriſt, not merely as a Mediatour, 
but in him as a Sacrifice, for the Chaſtiſemant of our 
IIa. Iii. 3. Peace was 1pon him This is a Covenant of Peace 
Pal. I. 3. made by Sacrifice 3 Tis aſcrib'd to the Death of 
Chriſt, Having made Peace thro* the Blood of his 
Col. i. 20. Croſs, in the Body of his Fleſh, through Death, 


all 
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all along endeavouring a Peace, Negotiating that 
Affair, Cultivating a Friendſhip and Amity betwixt 
God and Man, but his Death was the Great and 


Finiſhing ftroke ; He Suffered, . the Juſt for the Unjuſt, John xix- 
that he might bring God and Us together, who were 30. 
at a diſtance and at difference before. Peace could 1 Pet. Iii. 
not be brought about, and made fo as to conſiſt 18. 


with Truth and Righteouſneſs, without the Puniſhs 
ment of Sin that had caus'd the Difference, and 
God would rather his own Son ſhould bear that 
Paniſhment, than make Peace with us, ſo as to leave 
out thoſe great Confederates, or ſhew any diſreſpect 
or neglect of them. | 
Peace in this Method, is very glorious to Mercy 
Truth, and Righteouſneſs ; Whatlan Argument of 
moſt Rich and Free Mercy, of invariable Truth, 
and inflexible Juſtice is it, to ſee a Peace brought 
in ſach an Extraordinary Way, by the Submiſſions 
and Sofferings, the Blood and Death, of the-only 
Son of God? What a delight in Mercy, what a 


concern for Truth and Righteovſneſs, does ſuch a 


Peace argue? How fair and legible are the impreſ- 
ſions of all theſe Lovely and Glorious Characters 
121 Peace in ſuch an Extraordinary Way! Tis 
the Price of Blood, not of Corruptible things as Sil ver 
and Gold, which are too often the means of the 
Peace of Nations, but cannot be the purchaſe of the 
Peace of Souls. This is made at the vaſt expence 
of the Blood of Chriſt, that moſt Sacred and Inva- 
luable Treaſure, the leaſt Drop of which is infinite- 
ly more worth than Worlds. This Peace, 1 ſay, is 
the Price of Blood, 'tis made not only to prevent 


the effuſion of Blood, which even Tyrants them- 


ſelves who have been moſt profuſe and laviſh of it, 


r pet. i 


18. 


v. 19. 


as if it were only Water ſpilt upon the Ground, will, , Sam. xiv; 
m their Negotiations, pretend a nyghty defire and 14. 


concern to put aſtop to; but this is a Peace made 
upon, and by the ſhedding of Blood, through the 
Blood of his Croſs. A 

This is as if a Prince, the Son, the only Son of a 


Mighty Sovereign, were, with the conſent, nay, 


at the order and appointment of the King his Fa- 
ther, to lay down his Life and ſhed his Hearts 


vi” 


Col. i. 20, 


— 


Truth and R zo hteonſneſs : 


Blood, to appeaſe Offended Majeſty, to fatisfy the 
Publick Laws and Jaſtice, and attone the Treaſons 
of Rebels, that they might be Pardon'd 3 and not 

merely Pardon'd, but be reſtor'd to Peace and Fa- 
vour, and be admitted to Court, and into the Roy- 
al Preſence again: Every one. muſt ſee and be ſur- 
priz'dat the Mercy and Goodneſs of the King in 
ſuch a Peace, and at his reſpe& to Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and be perfectly at a loſs which to admire 
moſt, whether his Clemency or his Juſtice, Now, 
Chriſtians, this is the very Peace that God hath 
made betwixt Himſelf and Us, and ſurely we muſt 
obſerve and take notice of the Concurrence and Har- 
mony of Mercy, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, and ſay, 
See how they meet together! How they embrace 
and kiſs each other! We muſt (if we don't ſhut our 
Eyes, and are not very Heedleſs indeed) diſcover 
the Traces and Footſteps of each of theſe Attributes 
in this great Affair; What amazing inſtances there 
are of Mercy on one ſide, and of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs on the other; How all are Exerciſed, 
Illoſtrated, and Glorified in this Tranſaction ; that 
] ſhall not, for, I hope, I need not ſay any thing 
further, and deſcend to particulars; to ſhow: you 
how our Text is verified and made good in the 
_ Reconciliation betwixt God and Men, that berein 
Mercy and Truth are met together, that Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace Kiſs each other. 1 will next, 

Secondly, Direct to the Uſe and Improvement of 
what you have heard: And the ——— of the 
Subject is what I chiefly had in my 1 houghts in the 
choice of it. | 


Firſt, Let us take Notice of, and be affected with 
the moſt admirable Wiſggm of God, that he 
has contriv'd and order'd matters ſo, in this great 

Affair of Peace, that Mercy, Truth, and Righte- 
ouſneſs meet and Unite: Gonbider how theſe (to 
our apprehenſion) divided and contending Attri- 
butes, the former pleading for us, the latter a- 
gainſt us, are reconcil'd and ſatisfied, the Honour 
and Intereſts of all are provided for, and ſecured 
in this Treaty of Peace; theſe Perfections were 

| : very 
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very much concerned here, and had a great deal to 
offer for themſelves; Mercy pleaded that Man 
might be ſpar'd, and gave its Reaſons; Truth, and 
Righteonſneſs on the other hand pleaded he might 
be puniſh'd, and gave their Reaſons; the Argu- 
ments could not on either ſide be denied, and there- 
fore God contrives to adjuſt the Difference: And what 
Wiſdom maſt it be to find out a method to do it in, 
to the entire Satisfaction of both Parties? It argues 
the very Perfection of Wiſdom to accommodate 
the Matter, ſo as to leave neither Attribute any 
thing to complain of; here is a difficulty that would 
have 7 the Underſtanding of Men and 
Angels: Mercy interpoſes, takes us into its Pro- 
tection and pleads for us; Juſtice purſues, ſteps in 
and pleads againſt us; the buſineſs is, how to recon- 
cile and quiet theſe, by gratifying the Requeſts of 
the one, and ſatisfying the Demands oß the other: 
This would have pos'd all the Wiſdom of Men, who 
in ſuch Caſes too often are extreamly partial, and 
very. much Biaſs'd, and ftick not to Sacrifice the 
Honour and Intereft of one ſide, and, partly to 
leaſe and oblige the other „ here is the manner of 
en: This alſo would have pos'd the Wiſdom of 
Angels, tho fach Underſtanding and: Penetratin 
Creatures, tis the matter of their Wonder an 
Admiration, which things the Angels defire to look 
into. 1 Pet. 1. 12, Puniſhment was neceſſary to 
make Truth and Righteouſneſs eaſy, Peace and 
Pardon were necefſiry to make Mercy eaſy; this 
is the Caſe, and truly, it is infinitely difficult, How 
mall it be brought adout * How {hall Truth and 
Juſtice be glorified, and Mercy exerciſed ? This is 
the Enquiry, the Anſwer lies beyond the reach of 
Men or — above the aſcent of their Minds 
but Divine Wiſdom is not at a loſs to ſolve the 


difficulty, and anſwer this hard Queſtion, it pre- 


ſently pitches a way, finds out a happy expe- 
dient, Rd tis this ſtrange one z The Son of God 
mall aſſume the Humane Nature, and in that 
Nature ſhall Obey, Suffer, and Die, to expi- 
ate the Sin of Man, to vindicate the Law, to ſatisfy: 
the. Juſtice, to maintain the Truth, and + 

2 


i! 


24 Trath and Rightebuſneſs- 


* ems. 


- "the Holineſs of God in the Puniſument of Sin, and 


there is nothing left in the way to hinder the exer- 


ciſe of Mercy in a Glorious and Eternal Peace. Can 

we look into this Affair and help crying out Wit 

the Apoſtle, in an Extacy of Wonder; O the 

Rom. xi. 2 Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge 
33 3+ of God! How unſearchable are his Judgments, and 
his Ways paſt finding out ! Who hath known the Mind 

of the L) RD? Or who hath been his Counſellor ? 

8 Who could aſſiſt and divert him in this Affair? 
5 or. 1. ere is the Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where is 
; the Diſputer of this World * With how great Rea- 

1 Cor. i. ſon is Jeſus our Reconciling Mediator, the Peace- 
24. maker, call'd the Wiſdom of God, he is the Decla- 
rative Wiſdom of God, Divine Wiſdom appears 
Col. il. 3. in, him in the moſt aſtoniſhing manner; Doubtleſs 
Cop 1 3. all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are hid 
in him, contain'd and ſumm'd up in him, laid up 
Eph. i. 8 and laid out in bim: Herein, in the matter of 
Eph-3.1 d. Peace, God has aboundeq towards us in all Wiſdom 
1 Cor. ij. and Prudence. Here we have the manifold Wiſdom 
7. of God. The Wiſdom of God is a Miſtery. , The 
Phil · iv.. Peace of God paſſeth all, Created and Finite, Vnder- 
| ftanding, in reſpect of the Contrivance, as well as the 
Comfort of it. Conſider, what diſtant Intereſts are 

here provided for; what different Claims and Pres 

tenſions are here ſettled ; what contrary Qualities 

are here United; Characters that lay moſt remote 

meet together ; and Attributes that could not agree 

in xxvii before, kiſs eachother : Whoſo will obſerve theſe 
18 XXVII. things, muſt ſay of God, That he is wonderful in 
2 J. and n working ;, 7 | 
Exod. xv, Counſel. and excellent in working; hat he is Fearfu 
RY in Praiſes, doing Wonders ;, That his Vuderſtanding 
Plat. clxv. is Infinite , And het he only Wiſe God. On the other 
8 hand, it is a very eaſy thing amongſt Men to ac- 
1 Tim. i. compliſh a Peace, that is juſt the reverſe of this: 
17. It does not require Conſummate Wiſdom, a rte 
ſhare of skill in Politicks and Underſtanding, of the 
State of Courts, and the Intereſts of Nations, and 

the exact Limits of a ballance of Power, theſe are 

no neceſſary talents in this Caſe; the love of Mo- 


ney, 2 Profligate Confcience, and an Impudent Fore- 


Job. v. 12+ head, are abilities equal to ſuch an Enterprize z a 
When 
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— of God, aq*.. I 


2 mu, inſtead of Aditi the Wiſy 
ave all the reaſon in he „to abhoi 

the mee of the Inſtrument mY 135 
eahnefs of t oſe that imp iH, Ae ſort 

of Man,” if (' dy man ? 2 kimſel inveſted | 

ek ffcien Anthorie nd*to be far enough . 7 


8 * Way cap dle of lerving in a Pacer 2 
ther 


ruth Taſtice bear any part in; * y; if 
he only needs to be oth or Jul that can Dek a an > 
AR \ things, and that can at the ſa "its! 
ſolemn them, and give hard Names Yo, - 
and od Whotrehod'of the very Meaſures he is” 
far gone into j ſuch a one, to be ſure, does not 
all deſetve to be had in Reprtation e al. x. i; 
Hon; there is nothing Membck leg wks at Ae 5 
gviſhing in the Man; but illany ang Hypöeriſie: Ai | 
1 either "choſen, or takes upon him to be 9 I 
is in Circumſtances: ry e can müke 9 
lf Referee in * Diſpute; and oblige the contendin 


ee his Sentence, and be e and x 
ri Arbre ifhe will de cg Us 
dy a give every 


thing in 21 one e ; | | 
5 ori 157 be” ſo 4 Ty tand U 921 * 
ha neither Fearing Ke Ne. Luk, xvhi. 
XA will give all to pe gerelly * | 
5 0 the 155 and the 1 7 99 
TR at all; b ade 10) pi pare 
prey dekbauſe the former per. sene Ba 255 
latter eunnot help it: But then n BOD can. 
that his © Abili and Int „db at A 
pear in ſuch à Deriſion of- the ntroverſy- MS "rig 
evident” he wants common Ho T and” 
— ne; of common Sence: Such a piece 807 
nagement does not argue an extradrdmary Un. 
dert g, though it muſt be confeſs d, that he 
who makes ſo great 'a miſtake in ſoy plain a chſe, 
Foo, elf: to be, as we fay, more Knave" than 


Sromdth, Let Chtitatea apgiythis for their Com? 
fort, hence may you Triumph and Rejoyce in. the 


Account you have had of _ Peace witt ds * © 


Ju . 
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Pl. Ixxxix. froken : We may now ſay with David, AA. 
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= . and Rag, 


eſus Chriſt, it affords firong —.— 
en, that ate of Nenn ou are 7 8 
into. muſt be Safe, Firm, and Lal ing it muſt 
an * Peace, that's made be 1 * God 14 
you, for in it Mercy Trut teouſnefs 
Ec. iy, meet together, and kiſs eachother : Thy is ſuch. « a 
22. threefold cd, that ( as ür wich B 89 2 +4 


12 2 


2. be built up for ever, and as the reaſon of 
Eaithfulneſs 51 2 eſtabliſh :._ It. muſt be 


fer ever, becauſe e with hich a Union 
Lein 


it is thus 

1 „it cannot fail uſe it ft upon 
3 2 Pillars as Truth and } — are indeed 
Foundations, the very 2 and Mountains, 
thoſe ſtrong Places of the Earth,, are not ſo ſtable 


25 mg endure or ever; 


as 2 Foundations this Peace is "baile upon 3 for 


fla liv. 10. 2 Juntains Hall depart, and the Hills be remo 


kindneſs all not de on tbee, neit 
11 5 venant * my 22 2 git here 


hath. Mercy, on the aA 


ands ſure, This is an everlalk 
- by Mercy, and eſtabliſti d in 19 55 
74 13 r ey 
. we ſhall be ſoft WANs me need not 
Clouds. will gather and t bien gain, that for 
a be al di 
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mer thi Rehearſed,: 

Reviy' that the War will be renewed 

out again there is not room for C axiſt ians. 30 en- 
out vals h Jealouſſes and Fears, ſor in this Treaty 


of Peace, t 2 and takes you a 
every thing is ſetthed and adjuſted to the entire Sa- 

sfaction of thaſe Attributes you have any thing to 

Rear from: Hereby, Truth an uſtice, that you 

were us d to ttemble at, are brought over go be of 

Pro xvi: your ſide, evey your, Enemies are made to be at-Peace 

with youz the Fruth and Juſtice of God have, no 

— Claims and Challenges to enter againſt you; 

no future demands to make upon you, there is no 

colour or 'pretenceg why God ſhould break with 

you; "is a Peace that Truth and Righteouſneſs, 


2 well as Mercy, approved of, and concurs 1 7 
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and without Fear, make the Challenge, and b 

Defiance, to the very worſt Enemy you have t 
Who ſhalt interrupt and break that Peace, which 
is thus eftabliſh'd ? Shall the Law 2 Shall Sin 2 Shall 
Satan be able to do it? Or is there any thing in God 
to do it? Is there any one Perfection in all the 
Divine Nature to endanger this Peace? Mercy 
and Truth, Chriſtians, ſnall preſerve it, and yon 
in it. In this Covenant of Peate, all things are 
o ordered, managed with ſo even a Hand, with 
fo much exactneſs, and to ſach a nicety, Matters 
are ſo equally pois d, and ſo true a Ballanceof latereſt 
and Power eſtabliſn d between the ſeveral concern- 
ed Parties; I ſay, all thing are ſo ordered, ſettled 

a ns in this Covenant of Peace, that it muſ 


everlaſting and ſure. Let Chriſtians then re- 


joyce_ in, and fatisfy themſelves with this, and 

o it for their Comfort, under the darkeſt Ap- 
henſions, both from Mithin, and from / it hout. 
his was David's Support and Refreſhment in all 


his Aſflictions and Troubles: Although, ſays he, my 2 Sam. 
Houſe be not ſo with God. as | peta Matters xxiii. 5. 


as to his Soul Family; and Kingdom, did not go 
at all to his Mind; yer, ſays be, He hath made 


Mercy, ordered, Well, Wiſely, and Gragiouliyy 
1 all 2 e » Wen), acionſly, 


and all my Defi this is enough, this ever laſtin 
Covenant ſo ont 3 in-all t ings, and ſure, i 
ſufficient: Upon this will I threw, and -here will 
| reſt and ſtay, my ſelf. = . 


- You know in the preſent N otiation of Peace, 


all Who heartily wiſli well to their Countty, ate 


concerned for a laſting Peace; a ſafs Peace or none, 
is the Sence of all that love their Nation, and 

ve its welfare at Heart; and 'tis no wonder 
they are Deſirous of, and Intent upon a laſting 
ene; for no Peace that is not very gainful and ad- 
\antageous, no Peace w_ gives but little to our 
A 2 


ſelves 


* 27 
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Who then ſhall ſeparate you from the Love of God Rom. viii, 
which i in Cheſt Feſus ? You may, very boldly 35339 


with me an everlaſting Covenant „ of: Peace and 
„ and ſure, he adds, this is all my Salvation 


or 
= * 

% 

= 
* 


— 
| er or io ga, — —— — to the 
3 Enemy, can ought laſting 3 great, ſs we ſuppoſe 
fo 2 eral. as really to out · do, 
= gluty and quite tire bis 8 and Ambition, 
and! zmagine it altogether as effectual a way to 
renders Peace laſting, do give the * ny 
thing, as to leave him nothing: ſeems to be 
the very Wiſe opinion of ſome i in the World and 
who will Diſpute it? When tis ſo plain, that 
when he has got all, he pol: 11 N may 
then find time, perhaps AN Heart, 
to fit down, an 24 * 2 8 whom 
he is. ſo Willing now ſo fair, to ſucceed- in 
thedlyjverial lonarcby, and whoſe, Title he has 
aſſum'd be 3, be band) Lamaept himſelf, there are 
| no more N which he might yet make his 
Owns for the Thirſt of, Empire is never to be ſatis- 
RA 5 At ſwallows all, and is {till rand þ Ano 
r 


1 table Peace muſt be Unſafe. and Precarious, 
orzwe Ba, well know, frequent and dear Expe- 
xience has taught us, That Peace will not be kept 
Ji whickycat be broke: 4 

tif and ap _ — FI u 


of tholg Wortbies that 


ii „ere: Nelole ny e Laſt ing one, which 
3 "4 in one wage, 2 — — thin ongs to a 
* — Good P e it out of the Power.of Qur 


Enemies, to interrupt it; and. ve ought te-refle& 
pon it, and . +4 it to Heart, as the greateſt Mis- 
ortune and U meſs, to our — and thoſe 

who. ſhall come after us, That they were not 

ſuffer d to accompliſh all the — and Good 

Things they deſigy'& us, and had made ſo conſ- 

derable a Progreſs in, and, aue. put us in the 

Poſſeſſion of: But we muſt ſubmit to the over- 
ruling Hand of Providence, and accept thę puniſh- 
Lev. xxvi. ment of our 1 0 reſes our ſelxes to G 


41. d and C affe 3/7 . nen 
8 14 Wie baye wich g A G mach bo be Debr'd, 
8 withal ſg Diffie it to-be Obtaind 8 Men, 


t is, 4 Fir an — — Peace, for rr 


And Truth and Rogh teouſue ſan agree, 
MR M0; - ** hand, 


thereforę we muſt 


' ba hand, Unite and Contribute-all their Strength ond K — 


will prove a 


r, T. be Peace of God. 


+ 


Influence to render it Safe and Laſting, - ** 


8. What. you have heafl may expe both Guide 
our Judgment 7 Direct your Frayery With re- 
por Judgments eace that is now depend ing: Here 
you may ſee, as in a Glaſ what Bert ne oy: n= 2 
to be: 290 cannot, withigut Guilt, either Approve 


of, or Pray for a Peace, bar upon this 2 that is, 4 
the Term of Trath and Rightequineſs, and of Mercy 


: 
4 _———_— — — ů — 
— — — — ” 
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along nd proc for theſe Fro are acceptable, to Rom. | 
Ge 2 approved 15 is are Wiſe and Ho- 18. _ "1 
e :-# 
Text, the 57 Matter i it is both of Praiſes of Men, N 
and of. your Thanks and Frames Let us then | 
heartil 78 15 53 
of God; t t may 1. e, y be | 
A concerning it, K 5 | 
2 
: tis only ſuch a Peace as this, that will do r 
us any good, that we ſhall find eit — Honour, "2" al 
2 we have © 29 Love foggour ſelves, 4 Tenderneſs 
jos. gue Ft Poſterity, beg” hard of of fe 2 
won 


veſt,  Themearer a Peace Approaches to This in the 
ay that our — N eace 
able to 
teouſne /t and „ = 2 2 
our Intereſt, or our H̃afetyin. We ſhould therefore, 
our Rulers pip This 


and ſet ti 10 Fig ms ep ige! 138 
. urſued, God, wh laweth the Rightes Ff. i < 
4 Countenance doth behold the. Upright, pfal Mir, 


Peace : Will ſend us ſuch a Peace j 11. n . 
eal and aLaſting Bleſfing.. 1 \4 


Let us prayfor a Peace thus admirabl 'Tempered, 
in which Mer and Truth; and Righteduſneſ a2 
* go hand in hand: For a once that may ſhew 338 
a Love of Mercy, a Compaſſion for that Sea of 
Boats that has been ſpilt Ae the Grievduſneſs Iſa. xxi, 
of in an Effectual Car e to prevent. the Return 15. 
of it. That we, may no more — 74 the Sound of the Jer. iv. 
2 the Alarm of War, nor groan under 19. 

heavy Load of Charge to, ſupport it. Let us | 
= for a Peace that may expreſs a ſolemm re: 
{© Tank and * To the Rights and | 3 


iberties 5 


wi 22 us 


* — 
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Trath an Righttoaſmeſs: 
—— — — 


. * 


Liberties of Mankind; 4 Reverence bf che pub 


* 
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lick Faithp and a ' firmneſs to the Sacred Engage- 
ments of Leagues, Treggies, and Alone; and 
faithfulneſs to the Intereſts, of our Friends and 
Confederates: For a Peace that may reſtrain and 


Isi. lyiii. root ouł Tyranny and Perſecution; looſe rhe Bands 


* . 
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; Ifai. Ixi. | 
4 ing and Confin 


Pl. ix. 6. Hrulflont to a berpetual end. For ſuch a Peace cas 


A 
the en 


3 Wicketheſs, undo the hνν Burdens, and let the 
Oppreſſed go free; eſpeciaſſ/y, that may relieve and 
ſet at Liberty thoſe who far Righteouſneſs ſake, and 
upon the accoum ef Religion, are under Suffer- 
5 ir; that may procibim Liberty 
to the Capti ves, ahm the Priſon to them that are 
bound, that may break eve ole; aul bring De⸗ 


% 


this ſhouſd we pray to God, whoſt Prerogative it 
Pente, and who can male Wart to ceaſe to 
F' the Barth; und then ſhM+ we be able, 
Withont baſe Flattery, to ſay of this Affzir, Mercy. 
and Frurb are met together, Righteouſneſt una Pence 


have kiſed each other. — 


44 4 ">” 
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reſerve the 
onfempt - 
known i 


onour of 2 Britiſh Name from 
' Reproath, Sthar we N be ſtill 
World; as a Righteous en which 


Tai. xxl. fe eth the Tritth ; © that we hey "not become 3 


2, * 
* o 


Ia. xxxiil. 70ufly with thee, 


Is 


the Proteſtant Succeſſion at meg 


E 

Felt to dur Ehemies, nor 4 Shame and Grief to 
our Friends, that trüſted us, and depended upen 
us, and that have ſet us no ilt Examply; tis an Ag- 
gravation of Freackery and Falſhood; when tin 
ance without Provocation of that kind. Wo to 

t R. and thou" waſt not ſpoiled : And 
dealeft Tredcherouſly, when they dealt not Freachts 
for a Peace that may ſerve the Inte- 
roteſtant Reli jon Iren, and ol 
in the Hluſtri- 
ous Houſe f © Hanover ; We have the ome 
Reaſon that can be, to be concern'd here; becauſe 


Let us Fay 
--- reſt of the 


- ſhoutd that Settlement be Defeated, we can't long 


expect the continuance of the Life of our * 


We ſhoulck de conettfed for a Peace that may 
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We. ſhall doubtleſs loſe Her, as: ſoon 25 ever 
Things are ready for the Acceſſion of any Prince. 
to the-Throne oho jan of that; Kemily : II | 
you would not e her M e to a violent = 
and Ae End, and T tron is is What you. 
ar che Hor or of the mention of it; 
N- by have Her Live out all : 50 
e 72 for a Peace that may * 
ren ap; 400 preſerye Settlement of the 
Cowen ez er Her, as 17 now ſtangs; and that may 
extin niſh abe Hoges of thoſe i would bring in 
the whom we haue | 
will not haue to . 
8 Ry as that we ma 
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acrifices Pr. i Iv. 3. 
= not, Pf. I. 19. 


2 — 4 800 4 Pere, as we 


ry yg — compaſs Cod about Lies Hoa xi. 
e nor tho, that we. 2 5 ormer nz. 


Thankſewing Days but mock God, by pret — "i 


to Bleſs Him: for thoſe Things, ki we 0 99 
to be really An no erde ci 
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this oc 
2 Job. Xl. 


in Power „ in Greatneſs and Glory, 

ag, the Highneſs er Station; but in thoſe . 
ſt excellent Sr of Mercy, Truth, an 

and Felon ay us pray for - Juice PC. Ixxxir-· 

Fucgment may be Hato er Throne, 14. 

72 hl may before _ ace: 5 
= 4 upon the Faithfu mt LOW +0 

That he — . Slandereth his Neighbour, | 

that he that worketh Deceit, not dwell wit 4 

Her r Ty, por he that tellech es, tarty in tler 

: That this may be Her Refolation as it was PC. cis. 

— Royal Pſalmiſt's, who well underſtood the In- TR 

tereſts of at wg 5 Let us pray for Her Majeſty, ow 

That all under Her may be den 0 of Truth That. Exod. - 

Her Officers may be Peace, and Her — Righte ighte« xvii. 21. 


1 $7 . Her Majeſty may not be —_ | 


8 


* 


| yy lead into Meaſures Gntrary to Hel Nature; 


— xlix. Perſon. 


f | 73 Iſai. viii. RT 

| 12. 
| 1 2 Kings 
xvill. 21, 
0 


J 
* 
by 2 C - 
3h lll xx, 22 


behold — * 


but 2 of 0 
and a Spirit of 
That they may add Sin t to Sin 
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and to truft in the ſpadom ef Egypt; 


EOS ono a Loan, and his | Ambaſſadours came to 


| could not profit them, nor be an Help nor Profit, but 


Tn | and Boron): 


6 c—_- 4 7 
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a Shame, and - alſo a_ Reproach. Should we again Fara bye. © 
join in Affinity with the People of theſe Abomind- 14. 
tions, wouldfl thou not he Angry with 1s till thou hadſt 

con ſum d us? To conclude this, Let us pray to 

God, That He will think thoughts of Peace and not 

of Evil towards us, yet to give ts an eXpetted end. Jet. xxlxi 
That He will, at laſt, cauſe ſuch a good Concluſion 77+ 

of the War, as we did for ſome Years promiſe; and 

pleaſe our ſelves with the' Hopes of, 5 


ye —_—_— 
* 


Fourthly, By all means come into this Peace, 
comply with it; Here is warrant» and encourages 
ment for your accepting it, abd*throwing your 
ſelves upon it 3 you need not be afraid to do it, nor 
ſhould you dare to refuſe it: In ſuch a Peace where | 
Mercy on one Hand, and Truth and Righteouſneſs 
on the other, has ſo great 'a ſtroke, there is no 
toom why Sinners ſhouſd either Deſpair or Preſume \ 
This Tekt ſpeaks both to the Trembling Soul; 
and the Confident Sinner: It's full of Comfort to 
the one, and Caution to the other: The one ſays, © 
There is no Hope, and the other ſays, There is _ 
no Fear; the one can ſee no Eſcape, the other a:: 
prehends no Danger: What you have heard, te11s | 7 
the one that he may, and the other that he ut, 
tome into th Peace; that neither ought to ſtan 
out: The Lord make you willing in the Day of His 
Power, and compel you, not by Force and Violence, 
whether you will or know z theſe are not the Di- 
vine Methods, but by the Spirit of the Lord; open- 
ing your Eyes to a ſight of vour Danger,and let- 
ting you ſee, tis the beſt and wiſe thiMFyap can 
do to come in: Oh that ybu Aid in this your Day ſnow, | 
the things of your Peace! Conſider the Mercies of 
God, and the 3 the Lord, and be perſwa- :- - 
ded: Woe unto him that ftriveth with bis Maker : 114. vv 5 
God is a con ſuming Fire; Who tvould fet the Briars Heb. xii, g 
and Thorns againſt me in Battie? I woultl go thro" 29. : 


them, I would burn them together. Whaever hard- Ila. xxvii 
ned Felony againſt God and proſpered ? Cun thy 4. TIE * 
Heart endure; ( ſays God) or can thy Hands be Job is. 4. 
ſtrong in the day I hn deal - thee ? Wr my XX} 

er E Eon 


* 


Se 


— — and | . — — — 
TE Truth, and Righteouſneſs : N 


4. 


[ ——— 62 9 2 r — —A—üUäẽ ramen. 
1. 22. Conſider this all ye that farget God, and are Care. 
| _  leſs'of the things of your Peace, left he tear you 
. in pieces and there be none to deliver: What. will 
. Iſa x. 3. Je do in the day of e In a time of Diſtreſs 
| and Difficulty, of Tryal and W under all 
that you feel and fear while Living; eſpecially, 
What can you do in a Dying Hour, When the 

King of Terrours approaches, when yaur Heart 
your Fleſh ſhall fail you, ang you muſt appear before 
God in Judgment? What. can you do under all 
this, and in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, if your 
Peace be not made with God ? Flee therefore un. 
k to Jeſus the Prince of Peace, put your ſelves un. 
der his Banner and Protection, He ftands for an 
Ila. xi. 10. Enſign unto the People; Make your Submiſſion to 
Fl. ii. 12. Him, Kiſs the Son, fo will Mercy, Truth, and 
Righteouſneſs, for ever embrace you in their 
Arms; Bleſſed are all they that put their Truſt in 
bim, and they only: Get an Intereſt in Him, this 
is neceſſary, This Man ſhall be the, Peace when 
Mic. v. 53. te 2.575 7 jr 2 or Lond: hs 15 World 
2 ays He) ye % ade Trou tin Me ye Pall 
i John xvi. have vt, And if ſo, we may well be 4 good 
233. Cheer Lou may be eaſie, however other ways 
1 things go with you, or in the World; you may 
then with Compoſure and Calmneß expect the 
very worſt the Sins of Men deſerve, or the 
Madneſs and Folly, of Men may procuſe; We 
need not then (as to our particular I mean] be 
Anxious and greatly Solicitous abgut the Iſſue of 
1 publick Counſels, how they will {ucceed- and end, 
_ and whWturn the Affairs of. Nations take; for 
7 then it ſhall go well with vs, and we ſhall ſave our 

ſelves, at leaſt we] 


Pf, 


n. 
* 4. + ** \ 
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| all ſave our Souls. Our great 

Concerns, and our main Intereſts, are ſafe and ſe- 
2 Tim. i. cure „ for we know in whom me have believed, He is 
12. able to keep that which we have committed ko Him, 
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Againſt that Day, | 
Fifthly, What you have heard, ſhows us the 


way of our coming ivtg,,this 4 dd how W 
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a Fundamental, and of an Actual Peace; or Peace 

as Purchas d, and Peace as Applied: Youhave ſeen 

hom the former ſort of Pearce is brought about and 

made to bear, and from the account of this, may +, -. 

be gathered how the latter fort of Peace, Atul 

or Perſonal, is brought” about tog it vivſt, moſt 

certainly,” be in a ” Honourable to theſe hg) 4 

Perfe&tions that God takes ſo math Cire of, an 

expreſſes ſo great a Concern for, and Regard to, in 

laying the Foundation of Peace; that is, it mult be - 

upon Terms agreeable to Truth ad Righteoufneſs. 

And whet thoſe Terms are, may eafily be collect: 

ed from What has been Diſcodrs d, viz; Repen- Acts xx. 

tance towards God the Author, and Faith towards 21. 

the Lord Feſus Chrift the Mediator of this Peace. 

What can Truth and Juſtice inſiſt upon leſs in the 

very Nature of Things, as well as according to the 

Appointment of God, and the Conſtitution of the 

Goſpel ? And be fatisfy'd with leſs ? Or what can 

Mercy it ſelf defire feſs, more eaſie and reaſona- 

die than Fiith and Repenlance? Can a Rebel ex- 

pet Peace and Pardon in a poſtare of Deftance, 

and whilſt he appears in Arms? So long as he re- * 

fuſes to acknowledge his Offences, and bewail his 

Crimes, ſo long as he is not aſham'd of his Trea- 

ſons, and humbled enough to ack Mercy and beg 

his Life, and" is not heartily willing to Accept it ! 

That unleſs we Repent, and Believe!” God is not; 

He cannot be actually at Peace with us; There is 

20 Peace, ſufth my God, te the Wicked : Truth and Iſa. Ivii. 25 

Righreonſteſs wall not admit of it; Mig: though al. 

ſuch cry; Peace, Peace; they deceive their own 

Souls. Verdlyg verily, except ye Repen ye © ſpill Pe- Luke xiii. 

riſh, and except ye Believe ye Hall dre 15 bur Sint, 3. . 

notwithſtariding all that has been done ſo far on John viii. 

the part of God and of Chriſt. Being Jiſtifyd by 24+ | 

Faith, we have Peace With God thro' our Bord Jeſus 

Chriſt > This is a certain, and the only wiy of ma- Rom: v. i. 

king Kengen of Jo God 2 r_ 2 — 8 k : 

my h 0 us, Who is the Power of God, 1 Cor. 

that he may make Peace with me, aud hes ſhall make 24+ _ 

Peace with me, | A | Ila. xxvix 
8 E 2 Sixty, 5 
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Sirthih, How ſad and deſperate muſt the Caſe 

of all thoſe be, that refuſe to come into this 

„, Peace? This is a Sabje& that ſpeaks terrible 

Phu. ii. things to all ſuch, ſurely the End of the Enemies 

1,19 of the Cole of Chriſt at's. the. Bleſſed. Inſtru- 

ha 2 | 1 excellent 7 NH) 9 

alt jugh eſcape ?. and wher they appear? 1 hey 

engage bath Mercy, and Trut Pn, Righteouſnels 

s gainſt them at once, Such Deſpiſe Divine 

Mercy, Deny Divine Truth, and Defy Divine 

Juſtice 3 and Juitice is never fo ſevere, never 

makes ſuch dreadful work, and terrible execu. 

tions, as When it comes to plead the Cauſe, 

aud revenge che Quarrel of fghted Mercy and 

of ſuſpefted Truth e How Fatal and Ruinous mult 

2 retulal of this Peace be! The PerfeRions- that 

- Unite in it, will not fail to puniſh .the Contempt 

of it, as they conſpire to ſave, you. If you don't 

yn [fue with them, and fall in with the De- 

ign, they will agree to Damn you, and glorify 

themſeives in your Eternal overthrow. Mercy 

it ſelf can't Save you, for that, you, ſee, is not 

Abſolute, but is under the Direction and Con- 

duct of. Truth and Righteouſneſs, and always 
acts along with themn. 


« Seventhly, We may hence alſo learn the great 

Evil of Impenitence and: Unbelief; not only the 

great Folly, and Danger, and Miſery, according 

to the former Head, but the great Wickedneſs, 

- and Sin, and Guilt, of Refuſing to come inta 

his Peace; What is the Language of your 
Obſtinacy, but that this is a Peace fit, neither 

on the part of God, or your own, to be com- 
plied with and yielded to? What is a Refuſal 
do accept it, but ro fly in the very Face of, 
and pour the g reateſt Contempt upon all theſe 
b! e brake in the whole Progreſs of this 
| ffair, God has ſo much Magnified, that He 
+ » has diſcover'd ſo mighty a Regard, and done ſo 
high an Honour to? N l ee VT 


\ 


_ Eighth, 


* 


B Or, The Peace of God. 

- Eightly, Let the People of God attend to the 

Caution given them upon this occaſion, Let them 

not turn again to Folly: I will hear what God the v. 8. 

Lord will ſpeak, . for he will ſpeak Peace unto hig | 

People and to his Saints: But let them not turn again 

to Folly — Repeat not your old Sins and Provoca- 

tions — Do nothing that may diſturb your Peace, 

or 1 the Senſe and Comfort of it: 'Tis not in- 

de e * 8 be — 2 in 

open War again, fo far you are ſafe ; but God pri. xxx; 

may hide his Face, and that will cauſe trouble y. | 

enough: He may ſet you up as bis Mark, and the Job. vii. 

Arrows of the Almighty may be within you,. as was 20. 

the ſad Caſe of Holy Feb ;, How doth he complain, 

His Archers compaſs, me and he doth not ſpare; He vi. 4- 

breaketh me with breach upon breach ;, He runneth xvi. 13. 

upon me like a Gyant, and holdeth me for his Enemy; 14. 

and yet Job, as to his main ſtate, was at Peace *1 24- 

with God: He may viſit our trangreſion with the 

Roa, and our Jniquity with Stripes, though he will not 

break his Covenant of Peace, nor take away his N PC, Ixxxix. 

kindneſs from us, nor ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to fail. 32,33, 34+ 

Do nothing that may render your Peace doubtful 

to you, that may darken your Evidences of it, you 

need keep them bright and clear, fair and legible; 

we fee the Beginnings, and tis to be fear'd but the 

Begennings of Sorrow, that we need be laying in a 

ſtock of Comfort, and to that end a ſtock of Expe- 

riences, for there ſeems to be a ſpending time com- 

ing: Tis a ſad Caſe, that mentioned, without were 2 Cor. viſe 

Fightings, within were Fears: Outward and Inward 5+ 

Troubles at once make an inſupportable Burthen — 

Why now, if you would not bave this to be your 

Caſe, if when you are troubled. on every ſide, fo 

that your Fleſh can find no reſt, yau would be full of 

Spiritual Comfort, and exceeding joyful in all your v. 4. 
ribulations : Let the Peate of God rule in your Col. iti. 


hearts," and the Feace of God which paſſeth all under- 1. 
. Randing, Hall keep pour minds and hearts, through Phil. 19-44 | 


Jeſus Chrift : This will expel exceflive Fear, and 7: 
mmoderate Care: And it you turn not again to 
lly, but cleave unto the Lord, and keep cloſe to 


Duty, 
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Daty, you may depend upon it; that God will 
ſpeak Peace, and if He will ſpeak Peace; who then 
can ſpeak Trouble? Thon wilt ſeep him in pe 
Ia. xxvi. Peace, whoſe mind is ſtaid on thee, becuuſe he truſteth 
3» in thee, | | ASSL 0 A „reren N 2 
Ninthly, I would humbly take the Liberty to 

add, that this is a Subject that ſpeaks alſo to us, 

my Brethren, that are in the Miniſtry: Let us 

conſider the Character we are inveſted with; und 

the hand we have in in this great Affair of Pelte, 
bbetwixt God and Souls: We are Ambaſſadors for 
2 Cor. v. Chrift, as though God aid beſeech men by us, wo» 
20. them in Chriſt's: ftead, to be reconcil'd unto Gau: 
What an Honour does it reflect upon us, that we 

are employ'd, and in fo high à poſt,” about ſuehb a 

Eph-iti.8, Peace: Unto us is this Grace given. It it n light 
Iſa. xlix. 6. thing that thou ſhouldftbe my Servant, to raiſe up the 
Tribes of Jacob, and to reftore the preſerved of | Iſrael ? 

1 Cor. iv. Let men ſo account of us, as of the Minifters of 
Is Chrift. How may it encourage us to Diligence, 
| and give us hopes of Succeſs ; that the Peace we 
are Iranſafting is ſo Honourable a one to our great 

Miſter, and fo fafe and happy to his People: 

. Bleſſed be God, we are none of thoſe Ambaſſas 

Laa. xxIii· dor, of Peace that fhall weep bitterly z that halt 
7+ | have Cauſe tobeaſhamed, or repent of the Em- 
bafly they have in charge; no, though we 

Ech. vi. prove to be Ambliſjadors in Bontls: Let as but 
20% manage this great Truſt with Faithfalneſs, con- 
form in all things to our Commiſſion, and deep 

cloſe to the Inſtructions we have received ef he 

Lord Jeſus, and then whatever be the Iſſue to tlie 

Souls of Men, whether they will hear, vr whether 

they will forbear, "we ſhall 4 free fram their blood 

and deli ver our own Souls; we can incur no foi 

3 reproach from Men, nor (hall we loſe: dur wurd 
Ia. xIix. from God; for, though we ſhall have laboured in 
435+ vain, and have ſpent our ſtrength for nought, and 
in uain upon thoſe to whom we are ſent, yet ſurely, 
(ſuppolilig this) our judgment is with the Lord, 
and our work with our God ; though IHfrael be not 
4201 | Tins 
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Tenthly, Let us in all our Tranſactions with Men, 
be ſure to imitate God in a regard to Truth and 
Righteouſneſs; we ſhould make Conſcience of 1 
theſe, in all manner of Converſation with one Fl 
another. Here, Let us be followers of God as - oo 
dear Children, God you fee would not in this 

eat Matter, in this vaſt Concern, ſwerve and 

epart, in the leaſt, from the ſtricteſt meaſures | 
of Truth and Juſtice ; Let us then regulate ur 
ſelves by, and conform to theſe Rules, keep cloſe * 
to them in all our dealings with Men; Let us put Eph. Iv. 
away lying, and ſpeak every man the Truth to bus 25. 
neighbour 3, and live not only Soberly as to our ſelves, I 13 
but Righteouſly as to others, He bath ſhe med thee, * ' 
OMan, what is good; and what doth the Lord require Nic. = 3 
of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to 3 | 
walk bumbly with thy God ? By no means be guilty 7 
either of a Falſe, or of an Vnjuſt thing; _ — 8 1 

| Tort | 4 
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moſt Stuben Rule of our 1010 4185 
* Mae: vi ever ys wonld char Men fhould'\do to ven, ds . 
12. eee This is an imniuerſal Rule e 
* © and tis to be extended to Nations And 
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8. 1 upon mentioning the Peace“ 

Phil v8 Wi atfotvet things are true, whatſbever "things arg © 
nat honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what ſoe den ch 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, -whatſFe' 

| things are of good report; 425 be any Vertu, 

if thee. be any praiſe, 'think on theſe things,” {p 
- Pratiſe them, that ye may be the Onli 
' Father whic * bes and the God 4 


Wor. in you Aen. 
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